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were so: but when it was said this was the petition
of the Livery of London, it was necessary that
neither the house of commons nor the public should
be misinformed upon that point. There had already

been held a very numerous meeting* of the liverymen
of the city of "London, who had petitioned the house
for peace. Did the worthy alderman mean to deny
that the sense of the Livery of London, in common

hall assembled, had not been decidedly expressed
in favor of peace, and that peace as speedily as pos-
sible? It was absolutely necessary, therefore, that

petitioners should understand the precise terms of
their petitions, and above all, the use which their

representatives made of them. Many liverymen
signed the petition which was agreed upon at the
common hall, and which had been already laid upon
the table of that house ; was it to be now insinuated
that this petition came from a more respectable
body of the same livery, and was intended to pass
in that house as a sort of counter-petition? He had
no doubt but many of the respectable persons who
signed this petition, might have been told that this
petition was worded in a more temperate and re-
spectful manner than that which had been agreed
upon at the Common Hall, and that such a repre-
sentation of the matter might have induced many
who signed it to do so, and yet the intention might
be, to use it as a petition for a continuance for war.
He was justified in suspecting this to be the case,
and in saying so, folr he knew the tricks and shuffles
by which the public were imposed upon. The whole
..system upon which the war had been commenced
and carried on, was misrepresentation and delusion,
It was in this manner some persons had already been
induced to sign some petitions, and he had no doubt
that others would be tampered with in the same
way ; it was the minister's system. Nothing would
better illustrate the answer which the minister had
advised His Majesty to give to the address of the
Court of Common Council of the City of London.
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